
 

Classified Employee of the Year: 
   Andrea LaJiness, Riverside School District 
 
To the casual observer, Andrea LaJiness might seem to have a 
very difficult job. She is a paraeducator at Riverside Middle School 
(Riverside School District) whose workspace is the In-School 
Intervention classroom. 
 
If students miss an assignment or fall behind in class, they report 
to Mrs. LaJiness, who helps them catch up. If they misbehave in 
class and need time to reflect, rethink and respond, they see Mrs. 
LaJiness.  
 
She is, in other words, the staff member students see when 
something goes wrong. Inside her classroom, however, she has a 
special way of making things right. Her goal is that students always         Andrea LaJiness 
have time to correct and re-evaluate poor choices.  
 
And it is that magic quality that makes her one of the school’s most popular staff members.   
 
The evidence is found during a typical passing period. During a five-minute break between 
classes, two or three students routinely pop their heads in the doorway to say hello, wave or ask 
how her day is going.  
 
Yes, it is that connection with students that has a way of making positives from negatives. In 
fact, the legend of LaJiness has now spread beyond Riverside. Earlier this month, LaJiness was 
named the region’s 2018 Classified Employee of the Year and nominee for state Classified 
Employee of the Year. 
 
LaJiness is a 12-year Riverside veteran who has filled a variety of paraeducator roles from the 
pre-school classroom, to work with special needs students to her current assignment in the 
intervention room where she began in 2016. 
 
Yes, the work can be challenging. But, she says, it is well worth it when students achieve 
breakthrough or “ah-ha” moments in which everything suddenly clicks. 
 
And then there are her own “ah-ha” moments when former students return – reporting their 
progress and thanking LaJiness for her role in guiding them. 
 
“Students know I am a safe, consistent and, when needed, stern adult in their lives,” she says. 
“Some may need school supplies; others a snack; a piece of clothing or a smile. I try to provide 
everything they need to have a successful day.” 
 
From successful days come successful lives. That, ultimately, is what her job is all about. That 
is why she is the region’s Classified Employee of the Year. 
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